
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        SEPTEMBER 25, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 19th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 284 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I have a normal life.  I have “up” days, “down” 
days, and lots of “flat” days in between.  I think the “up” days 
are good, the “down” days are bad, and the “flat” days I just 
endure.  I am accustomed to this detached way of living, so I 
never question the way I label my days, and I never question 
the labels themselves.  I realize that the labels allow me to 
dismiss any day, and to not be curious about what it contains.  
The only thing I know is whether or not I like any day.  I have 
been told that the days I consider “bad” are of the utmost 
worth, since they contain the most life and hold the greatest 
promise of giving me the fullest life possible for me.  I think I 
fear what they may contain, which inhibits my exploring them. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 16:19-31 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 282 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 277 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for October 2, 2016 
Lamentations 1:1-6; Lamentations 3:19-26 or Psalm 137 

2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10. 
FYI 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at the church, at 
1:30pm.  The lesson is #1 in the new study “Who Is Jesus?”.  Pam 
Novelly is the Leader. The Hostess is . 
 Next Sunday is World Wide Communion Sunday and we will 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 19th Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 16:19-31) 
 Last week we considered the “Parable of the Dishonest Manager” 
from Luke 16:1-13. We internalized the parable, and suggested that it 
describes a relationship which God cultivates in each of us. Thinking 
of the “rich man” as our Parent Ego State [the component of our 
personality that contains the advice, guidance, etc. with which we 
grew up], and of the “manager” as our Adult Ego State [the 
component of our personality that is capable of thought and 
reasoning], Christ is continuously encouraging our Adult to examine 
the content of our Parent in an attempt to adjust the Parent’s advice 
to make it relevant to the life we are actually living in the present. 
Thinking in these terms makes it easy to perceive the presence of 
Christ in our daily lives, since the mental and emotional work of 
examining and considering the way we live is urged upon us all the 
time. We do not always engage in this mental and emotional work, 
but we are urged to do it routinely. 
 The text for today expands this relationship which God cultivates. 
It does this by adding another component of our personality to the 
mix, what we can describe psychologically as our Child Ego State. The 
Child in us is a combination of our own innate needs, as well as the 
general “feeling convictions, beliefs or persuasions” that we 
internalized when we were children. By “feeling convictions, beliefs or 
persuasions” I mean things like our general approach to living, the 
roles we believe are appropriate for us, the value we have for 
ourselves, conclusions about the meaning and worth of our life, and 
our sense of purpose. These are things we pick up from the 
environment in which we grew up, sometimes because they were 
actually spoken to us, but mostly by the way we were treated, the way 
people interacted with us. These are internalized in our Child and 
function as lenses through which we view ourselves. Looking through 
these lenses gives us a sense of whether we are a good person or not, 
are valued or not, are worthy or not, are beloved or not. What is true 
for most of us, and what we mostly do not want to know, is that the 
conclusion drawn by our Child is largely that we are “NOT,” and on the 
basis of these feeling conclusions we form a sense of what is right for 
us, appropriate for us, etc. We assimilate and internalize this material; 
it resides within us yet is not in our awareness, and so is difficult to 
examine and reconsider. Beliefs and conclusions like this lie hidden 
within our unconscious, and from that place they inform and guide us 

in all the large and small decisions we make each day; yet, we never 
attend to them, never pay any attention to them. 
 We will use this description to approach today’s text. This text tells 
us that what lies in our unconscious, particularly what lies in our Child, 
will be disclosed to us and eventually be owned by us. We will 
internalize the text, in which case both the rich man and the poor man 
(Lazarus) are found within us. The word translated as “rich” means 
“wealthy,” and is a figure of speech meaning “abounding with.” We are 
rich in the sense that we have all this information, guidance and advice 
stored in our Parent, and draw on it to help us live. This is not bad; it is 
simply human. The word “poor” means “a beggar [as someone who 
cringes], i.e. a pauper.” The word refers to someone who is needy and 
begs for what they need. The poor in us are the components of our 
personality that have not been included in our awareness and need 
and beg for our attention. Specifically, this would be the aspects of our 
Child which have formed the conclusion that we are NOT “good, 
valued, worthy, and/or beloved.” This component of our personality is 
both ignored and shunned. Again, we are not saying this is bad, only 
that it happens. We are all rich in the sense that our minds are 
preoccupied with living in compliance with the information stored in 
our Parent; we all have the poor in us because this preoccupation with 
our Parent results in much that is in our Child being disregarded. 

There will be times in our life when this arrangement changes. It will 
be like the life we have enjoyed “died.” The poor that we have ignored 
are brought to awareness and are attended to; the rich find themselves 
in “Hades,” a word which means “the unseen.” We end up in the 
difficult place of having in our awareness what we have previously 
ignored. We are immersed in what we have been unable to see before, 
so that we are now unable to avoid it. “Tormented” and “agony” are 
good descriptions of this experience. “Tormented” is a translation of a 
word meaning “a touch-stone i.e. [by analogy] torture.” A touchstone 
is a stone used to test the quality of gold and silver. As the content of 
our awareness changes, we begin to see our prejudice toward what we 
have been preoccupied with and our prejudice against what has been 
hidden. We begin to see more realistically what we have valued and to 
grasp the quality and usefulness of what has been ignored. This shift in 
our perception can be described as “torture” in the sense that it twists 
us emotionally and mentally [“to twist” is the root of “torture”]. The 
word translated as “agony” is a verb meaning “to grieve,” from a root 



“grief [as dejected].” Since this shift causes us to see ourselves more 
accurately, it is possible that we would grieve the loss of the life where 
we simply were absorbed and rich. We may spend some time feeling 
dejected. 

The value of this shift is that we come to be more firmly rooted in 
the actual reality of the feeling beliefs or persuasions that directly 
impact how we live and the choices we make. However, our culture 
does not value this kind of self-knowledge; we are taught to look upon 
this information as negative and harmful. But in reality, the opposite 
is true. We struggle against the insights about the “NOT” with which 
we all live, and doing so wears us out. More than that, the struggle to 
not have these feelings puts us at odds with ourselves so that we live 
in a state of conflict. Part of the genius in Christianity is the 
understanding that God’s love for us is given to us as beings who have 
these deep convictions of just how NOT good, valued, worthy and 
beloved we are. God’s love for us does not result in our feeling loved, 
but in it being acceptable to feel NOT loved or loveable. It is very 
relieving to know that we are loved while we cannot and do not feel 
lovable. There is no pressure in Christianity to change how we feel; 
there is only acceptance of how we feel. This acceptance changes the 
way we carry how we feel—it makes the way we experience how we 
feel lighter, which makes it easier to own these deep feeling 
conclusions and come to understand how they function in our life. 
Eventually we will learn to use this information to help ourselves 
understand the life we have lived, and we will find that we begin to 
make different choices than before. 

It is tempting to view this shift in what is in our awareness as 
something caused by God. Instead, I encourage us to remember that 
God is not found in the cause, but is rather found in the outcome. 
Psychologically, we are constructed so that what is ignored and buried 
increases in energy in an attempt to become known. What God does 
is put this way we are wired to good use. God takes advantage of it by 
having it serve God’s interest in our being redeemed and saved. That 
is, God wants us to recover the ownership of what has been lost to us, 
as a way of saving us from wearing out by only trying to be what our 
Parent informs us we should be. 

It is also tempting to think of what is described here as a “bad” 
thing. Granted, sometimes the feelings involved are challenging or 
even daunting. However, internal events such as we have described 

do not happen unless we have grown too accustomed to living in the 
pain and stress of being split-off from what lies in our unconscious. 
Viewed in this light, these events can be seen as they are intended: as 
a correction to a condition that is too out of balance. If we live in the 
awareness that God is seeking to have us integrate what is in our 
unconscious, we can then watch for the disclosures that come to us as 
small bite-sized experiences that are easy to digest and learn from. 
When we are not able to learn in this way, this text reminds us that 
God is able to take advantage of the shifts that occur in our internal 
balance, making it so that what lies in our unconscious becomes more 
available to us. 

From our culture we all inherit the image of life as a harmonious 
progression from a lower lever to a higher level. In Christianity, the 
movement in life is different: life moves back and forth between times 
of coherence and times marked by growing pains, as God moves us 
along the path of our becoming more fully integrated and aware of the 
person we are. This is a journey where we never arrive; we are always 
involved with Christ in the work to include in our awareness and 
incorporate into our self-understanding the parts of us that are hidden 
from us in our unconscious. Participating in this work of inclusion and 
integration is what life is in Christianity: life’s imbalances and excesses 
are addressed, and what is lost is recovered and incorporated. 

 [Jim Robie, 9-22-16, 19th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 16:19-31] 
   +   +   +   +   +   + 
 Gracious God, I believe my life both can and should move like an 
escalator, ascending from one level of life and awareness to the next 
in a continuous increase of mindfulness and achievement.  My life is 
not an illustration of this unbroken ascent.  My life is a series of 
ascents and descents, of expansions and contractions, of progressions 
and regressions.  There are now more loose ends to tie up, more 
fragments of my life to be owned and integrated, than when I was 
younger.  The longer I live the less confident I am that my life will 
come together and end with the sense of achievement for which I 
have long been striving.  What I do not understand is: Why you are 
smiling and not frowning? 

 
 

 
 


